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FAR 145.55 (b)

This changes the duration of foreign repair station certificates from
12 months to 24 months. Due to recent budget cutbacks, it is nearly
impossible to visit any repair station outside the United States for
unscheduled surveillance, not to mention scheduled surveillance. The
recent emphasis on all surveillance demands that aviation safety
inspectors spend more time accomplishing surveillance. At least we
were able to put enough priority on the annual inspection visits.
With a change from annual to bi-annual requirements for
re-certification, a change will also be made to the funding for
foreign repair station inspections. How can we ascertain the safety
and airworthiness of aircraft, engine, propellers and other components
with only one inspection visit every two years ?

Domestically assigned inspectors are able to visit repair station as
time allows and as the need and occasion arises. Inspectors assigned
to International Field Offices and able to inspect only during annual
re-certification inspections. This is not really enough .

145.153 (f)

This deletes the requirement for any certification for supervisors and
inspectors. It requires only that the supervisors and inspectors
understand, read and write English, have 18 month of practical
experience and have training. It leaves the door open for issuance of
Repairman certificates for foreign repair station supervisors and
inspectors, however, guidance for repairman certificates does not
allow for the issuance of a repairman certificate when an Airframe or
Powerplant certificate would be required.
In effect, this would allow for an uncertificated individual to make

airworthiness determinations and Approve for Return to Service an item
of US registry.

And how would this be affected by FAR 121.371 (a) RI1 certification
requirements, Which states " No person may use any person to perform
required inspections unless the person performing the inspection is
appropriately certified, properly trained, qualified and authorized to
do so. lr



145.201 (,c)

This requires current manufacturer's manuals only when the repair
station is performing maintenance. In the justification for the
change, it requires current manuals when being certified. If the
repair station cannot obtain current manuals after the certification
process, how do they obtain manuals during the certification process ?

Boeing has stated to repair stations lr PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE MANUALS ARE CUSTOMIZED DOCUMENTS AND CAN ONLY BE
RELEASED TO THE CURRENT OWNER / OPERATOR OF THE SPECIFIED AIRCRAFT PER
THEIR SERIAL NUMBER"

145.203

Allows the repair station to make any and all changes to its
capability list after a self-evaluation has been made. This further
extends the authority of the repair station and limits the authority
of the FAA assigned principal inspector, as this self-evaluation must
be a part of the manual and there is-no option left to the FAA to
limit this authority. For a foreign repair station whose certificate
expires every 24 months, and realizes the FAA may or may not be back
for an inspection for two years, many , many improper changes could be
made to capability lists allowing aircraft , engines and components to
be added, and not until the FAA returned for a re-certification
inspection would this situation be made known and corrective actions
could be initiated.
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